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Background
The 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference, otherwise known as COP 26, was a
conference held at Glasgow with the main goal of staving off dangerous climate change
impacts. Approximately twenty-five thousand delegates from nearly 200 countries attended
the conference, including various politicians and public figures – UN secretary-general
António Guterres, American president Joe Biden, European commission president Ursula
von der Leyen, David Attenborough and many more.
As COP 26 was a large-scale conference, a variety of climate related topics was discussed –
rising temperatures, deforestation, climate finances or reliance on coal. However, it was the
newly established Glasgow Climate Pact that was the most anticipated item of the COP 26
agenda.

Glasgow Climate Pact
The first drafts of the Glasgow Climate Pact were made at the end of October, on the 31st of
October 2021. The Pact itself was then signed on 13th of November 2021 by 197 countries.
The Pact is mostly based upon decisions, agreements and pledges previously established by
the Paris Agreement in 2015. After discussions and meeting made at the Conference, some
changes and/or adjustments were made to the drafts before signing the Pact itself.

Generally speaking, the Pact agrees to reduce emissions in order to keep the 1.5 °C (see art.
2 of Paris Agreement) realistic. Furthermore, “phasing down” the use of coal is one of the
biggest commitments. Lastly, providing climate financial aid to less developed countries is a
significant element of the Pact, too.
To go into more depth about the Glasgow Climate Pact more, it seems most useful to
(logically and thematically) divide the resolution into 4 parts, according to the authors
themselves: mitigation, adaptation, finance, and collaboration.

Mitigation

A global effort to keep emissions low and adhere to the Paris Agreement is covered in the
mitigation part of the resolution. As a part of this effort, 153 countries have created or
updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). These NDCs cover about 80% of all
emissions and, if countries succeed in lowering them as agreed at COP 26, worldwide
emissions could be lowered by 5 billion tones by 2030.
However, this decrease in emissions (and the 1.5 °C linked with it) cannot be taken for
granted if countries don’t act and don’t decrease their NDCs.
Consequently, the Glasgow Climate Pact strongly urges countries to end their dependance
on coal power, the most polluting fossil fuel (the power sector in general accounts for ¼ of
global greenhouse gasses). Major coal financing countries have already committed to end
global coal financing, instead directing these finances to developing countries to help with
their transition away from coal. This coal transition is called “phasing-down coal power”.



Secondly, the Pact calls for the protection and restoration of ecosystems in order to reach
net zero. 137 countries have pledged to end deforestation by 2030, and if they succeed in
managing land sustainability, additional 7 giga tons of emissions could be subtracted by
2030.

As road transport makes up 10% of global greenhouse gas emissions, its decrease and a
switch to electric vehicles would lead to a reduction of a further 2.6 giga tons of emissions.
Subsequently, the Pact calls for a speed up of the switch to electric vehicles. So far, 30
countries and 6 major vehicle manufacturers have agreed to do so.

Lastly, mitigation brings attention to reducing methane emissions. Even though CO2 is the
major greenhouse gas, no previous COP has brought attention to methane, which (regarding
methane’s contribution to global warming) is in no way ideal.

Adaptation

The adaptation part of the Pact concerns countries and citizens that are most vulnerable to
climate change impacts. 80 countries are from now on covered by an Adaptation
Communication or a National Adaptation – plans made to increase preparedness for climate
change impacts, ensuring a global cooperation. Adaptation Research Alliance (ARA) is a
global network organizing governments, businesses and local societies that will work
together to increase the resilience of vulnerable countries. All these decisions were made
during the COP 26 conference.

Finance

Finance is a truly important part of the Glasgow Climate Pact too. The costs of shifting to net
zero will require trillions of dollars of investments, and so financial help from developed
countries will be absolutely essential. 95% of developed countries are now working towards
a goal of raising a $100 billion yearly to help support the shift. And it is not only countries
and governments that have pledged to help financially – even international banks, such as
the World Bank Group, have agreed to put aside (sometimes) billions of dollars for the same
reason. Additionally, more than 30 countries have agreed to end financing and public
support of international fossil fuel extraction. Shifting to net zero will undoubtedly cost us
billions or trillions of dollars, yet possible results of climate change would cost much more.

Collaboration

The final part of the Glasgow Climate Pact is collaboration. Bearing in mind all the
agreements mentioned above, the delegations at COP 26 wanted to finalize the “Paris
Rulebook” – a guide for countries on how to implement all the agreements in Paris
Agreement. The guide also, perhaps even more importantly, includes frameworks to support
collaboration in key areas: Energy Transition Council; Forest, Agriculture and Commodity
trade and in many other fields. Lastly and no less importantly, more than 40 countries
agreed on a Breakthrough Agenda and pledged to work together to create sustainable
solutions.



The Glasgow Climate Pact is a multi-layered resolution that concerns hundreds of
ecologically tied problems and solutions. It builds on resolutions and agreements previously
passed at other conferences and COPs, but at the same time takes the current situation into
consideration.

Other UN documents

Understandably, the Glasgow Climate Pact wouldn’t have the form it has today weren’t it for
hundreds and thousands of other conferences and documents. However, it wouldn’t be
possible to list all of them – partly because the list would be too long, partly because not all
agreements are followed or recognized by all countries. It is however possible to determine
two that are of universal benefit to all. The Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement.

Useful links

Brief summary of COP 26 goals: https://ukcop26.org/cop26-goals/
Lengthier summary of COP 26 goals:
https://ukcop26.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COP26-Presidency-Outcomes-The-Climat
e-Pact.pdf
Glasgow Climate Pact:
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop26_auv_2f_cover_decision.pdf
Paris Agreement: https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf

Questions to consider

It will be up to you to propose a new resolution at the PRAMUN COP 27. Consider the
Glasgow Climate Pact your inspiration, but do not forget look at its flaws, too. Perhaps your
country wasn’t entirely satisfied with the outcome of COP 26, perhaps your country was
entirely against the resolution passed. And so, it is up to you to come up with a resolution
that will be suitable for everyone, including our planet.

1. How does my country approach the topic of environmental transformation, ecology?

2. What is my country’s position on the Glasgow Climate Pact? On the Paris Agreement?

3. Am I a country that is able to offer help? Or am I a country that will be seeking help?
a. What type of help do I offer/seek?

4. What does my country want the resolution at COP 27 to look like?
a. What are our priorities?
b. Which points were missing in the Glasgow Pact?
c. Which points do not need to be in the future resolution at all?
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