Cybersecurity Committee, PRAMUN 2026

Topic #2: Measures to Ensure Consumer Data Privacy

I. Background Information

The digital age has transformed the global economy and daily life, with individuals
increasingly sharing personal information online. Consumer data, including but not limited to:
financial records, health information, location tracking, and online activity, is collected through
e-commerce platforms, social media, mobile applications, and Internet of Things (IoT) devices.
While this data enables innovation, personalized services, and economic growth, it also presents
serious privacy risks.

Unauthorized collection, cyberattacks, and misuse of personal data have become pressing
concerns. High-profile data breaches, identity theft, and exposure of sensitive consumer
information highlight the vulnerabilities in digital systems. In addition, the monetization of
personal data by corporations for targeted advertising, algorithmic profiling, and third-party
sharing often occurs without clear consumer consent, raising ethical and legal questions.

Different regions have adopted varied approaches to consumer data privacy. The
European Union (EU) established the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), which sets
comprehensive requirements for data collection, processing, storage, and user rights, including
the right to access, correct, or delete personal information. The United States has implemented
sector-specific protections, such as the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA), while
countries like Brazil, India, and Japan are developing or strengthening national privacy laws.
Despite these measures, enforcement and global harmonization remain challenges due to

cross-border data flows and differing legal frameworks.



II. United Nations Involvement

The UN has increasingly recognized the protection of consumer data as part of
international cybersecurity and human rights priorities. The Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) emphasizes that the right to privacy extends to the digital realm, urging
member states to adopt robust legal, technical, and organizational measures to safeguard personal
data. The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) supports member states in building
cybersecurity capacity, developing best practices for data protection, and establishing
frameworks for cross-border cooperation. UNCTAD provides guidance for e-commerce
regulation, highlighting the need for secure data practices to ensure consumer trust and economic
developments. Despite these initiatives, many countries, particularly developing nations, face
challenges in implementing comprehensive data privacy frameworks due to limited resources,
technical expertise, or regulatory infrastructure. Global collaboration and international

standard-setting are essential to protect consumers in a connected digital environment.

I11. Bloc Positions

European Union (EU): Advocates strict data privacy regulations, emphasizing transparency,
consumer consent, and corporate accountability. The GDPR serves as a model for international
standards.

United States: The federal government and most states prioritize innovation and economic
growth, favoring self-regulation by companies. However, some states, like California, have
introduced enhanced privacy protections (CCPA).

Developing Nations: Often require technical and financial assistance to implement robust

privacy measures. Seek international support and capacity-building initiatives.



Technology Exporters (e.g., China, India): Aim to balance data privacy with maintaining
competitiveness in global technology markets. Recent reforms indicate growing attention to
privacy concerns.

Civil Society and Consumer Advocacy Groups: Push for stronger privacy laws, increased

corporate transparency, and mechanisms to hold violators accountable.

IV. Questions to Consider
When preparing Position Papers and Resolutions, delegates should consider:
e What is my country’s current legal framework regarding consumer data privacy?
e How does my country regulate data collection, storage, and processing by corporations?
e Does my country participate in international initiatives or agreements on cybersecurity
and privacy?
e How can states cooperate to prevent cross-border data breaches and enforce consumer
protections?
e What technical, legal, or financial support could be provided to developing nations to
enhance consumer data privacy?
You should focus on researching information that applies to your country’s approach to
consumer data privacy, including relevant laws, regulations, and enforcement practices. You will
also need to understand past events, such as major data breaches or key legislation, as these may
influence your country’s stance. Additionally, you should familiarize yourself with other

countries’ positions to help you negotiate and draft effective resolutions.



V. Sources and Useful Links

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): https://gdpr-info.eu/

California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA): https://oag.ca.gov/privacy/ccpa

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, “The Right to Privacy in the Digital
Age”: https://www.ohchr.org/en/digital-privacy

International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Cybersecurity Guidelines:

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity

UNCTAD, Data Protection and E-Commerce:

https://unctad.org/topic/ecommerce-and-digital-economy
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